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Q  Modelling was banned in Iran in October
2016.° The State Security Force had already
stepped up its clampdown on women and
other people associated with the modelling
business in May.

A “sting” operation code-named “Spider

2” had been set up to trawl through social
media feeds and find Iranian women posting

5 Secretary of Fashion working group, Hamid
Ghobadi, interview with Fars news agency, October
21, 2016.

pictures of themselves without hijab. As a
result eight models were arrested in May and
59 photographers and make-up artists, 58
individual models, 51 fashion salon managers,
and others involved were identified and dealt
with in Tehran.

Similar operations were reported in Shiraz,
Tabriz, Ardebil, Mashhad, Kurdistan, Zahedan,
Arak, and Qazvin where at least 90 women
were arrested for modelling and over 250
shops, ateliers and photographers were
sealed and shut down by city and state
security forces.

Q Thousands of stores were sealed

up and shut down last year all across the
country for selling non-standard and improper
clothing. In one instance, SSF Commander
Sajedinia declared that the SSF had sealed
up over 4400 apparel stores in one year.®
See-through, designer, and button-less robes
as well as graphic shirts and dresses with
writings in foreign languages are considered
indecent by the Iranian regime.

6 The state-run Khabar Online, August 12, 2016

Q Commander of the State Security Force,
Hossein Ashtari, admitted that “some 2000
women are arrested every day in Tehran and
some other provinces, for wearing unsuitable
clothes.”

Q  The Ministry of Higher Education
instructed all universities in August 2016 to
form Hijab Committees and present their plans
on three main topics of informing, guiding

and dealing with violators. Hijab committees

in universities are obliged to report their
measures to the ministry every three months. 8
For example, the Student Services Council

in Iran announced that 100 students were

7 The state-run Tasnim news agency, September
29, 2016.
8 The state-run Mehr news agency, August 7, 2016

summoned to the Elm-o Sanat University’s
disciplinary committee in February 2016

for improper veiling while 360 had been
summoned in the month of January.

The Council also announced that 150 Tehran
University students were also summoned by
the disciplinary committees at the university in
January and February 2016.
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FORCIBLE
MARRIAGE
OF GIRL

CHILDREN
S ON THE

Girls are wedded

to men 55-60 years older in

Sistan-o Baluchistan

girls were married

to men 20 years older

in Kurdistan

young girls under 15
got married in a year
in East Azerbaijan

"The committee is seriously concerned

about the reports of increasing numbers of girls

at the age of 10 years or younger who are subjected
to child and forced marriages to much older men."
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child - February 2016

f Iran - February 2017

Child marriages have turned into a
serious problem in Iran as it is legalized
and sanctioned by the Iranian regime’s
law. Child marriage is one of the main
causes of young girls dropping out of
school and losing access to education.
There have also been reports of suicide
and running away by young teenage
girls to escape forced marriage.

The Iranian regime’s law sets the legal
age of marriage for girls at 13 and
religiously it is sanctioned to have girls
married at age 9. So, this is the main
cause underlying this problem. While
Iran has signed the Convention on the
Rights of Children.

Q The statistics registered by the National
Census Registrar indicates that 37,117 young
girls under 15 years of age got married over
the past year.

1511 youngsters under 15 years of age had
one child.

Q  According to the General Director of the
Census Registrar in the province of Kurdistan,
339 marriages with girls under 15 years of age
have been registered in Kurdistan Province.
The age of girls varied from 10 to 14. (The
state-run Kurd Today website, December 20,
2016)

Q  Six girls under 10 years were married in
one year in Kurdistan. Another 164 girls were
married to men 20 years older than them.
(The state-run IRNA news agency, May 19,
2016)

Q InAhar, a city in the East Azerbaijan
Province, 114 girls under 15 years of age got
married in the year spanning from March 2015
to March 2016.

Q  Another government official in East
Azerbaijan announced on January 27, 2017,
that in the same time period 3944 young girls
under the age of 15 had been married in this
province.

Q  According to the report of Shahrvand
local newspaper, in Pesk-e Sofla village in
West Azerbaijan Province, girls get engaged
when they are between 7 and 11 years old.
(The state-run Mehr news agency, July 23,
2016)

Q It was also reported that young girls
between 12 and 13 are wed to older men with
multiple spouses in the southeastern province
of Sistan-o Baluchistan because of rampant
poverty. So when they are 20, their husbands
turn 70 or 80. (The state-run ILNA news
agency, January 27, 2017)

Q In February 2016, the UN Committee

on the Rights of the Child rebuked Tehran by
saying, “The committee is seriously concerned
about the reports of increasing numbers of
girls at the age of 10 years or younger who
are subjected to child and forced marriages to
much older men.”
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ONE DIVORCE

EVERY 4
MINUTES

Discrimination and inequality in Iran
manifest themselves in the form of
domestic violence, forced marriages,
violations of the most basic rights,

and lack of government support for
women on a background of poverty,
unemployment, economic bankruptcy
and prepare the grounds for the soaring
rate of divorce in today’s society which
presently stands at one divorce every
four minutes.

NCRI Women’s Committee

Q Based on the National Census Registrar
of Iran, 500 couples get divorced every day
across the country. More than 80 per cent of
divorce applicants are women. One out of
every four marriages in Iran leads to divorce.
In other words, a couple gets divorced every
three minutes and 45 seconds. (The state-run
Quds Online website, May 28, 2016)

Q The divorce rate has reached 50 per
cent in some provinces. In Tehran alone, 90
couples get divorced every day. (Head of the
National Welfare Organization, the state-run
ISNA news agency, May 2, 2016)

Q  General Director of Family Affairs in the
Ministry of Sports and Youths, Nasser Sobhi,
announced: 19 divorces take place every hour
and 450 every 24 hours across the country.
(The state-run IRNA news agency, January 3,
2017)

Q The divorce rate in Isfahan Province had
a 20 per cent increase in the period between
March and December 2015, compared to the
same period in 2014. (Touraj Haji Rahimian,
Gen. Director of Census Registrar of Isfahan
Province, the state-run IRNA news agency,
January 2, 2016)

Q  Hassan Nayyeri, Gen. Director of the
Census Registrar in Khorassan Province,
declared: 10,317 divorces took place only in
Mashhad from March 2015 to March 2016.
(May 2, 2016)

Mahasti, 12, killed herself to escape forced
marriage.

Iran ranks third in the world and first
in the Middle East with regards to
women’s suicide.

Women are under constant pressure
for their clothing; they are subjected to
inequality and discriminated against;
they are deprived of job opportunities,
and they are humiliated in various
forms.

According to recent studies, Iranian
women set themselves on fire as the
most common method of suicide. Here
are a few examples.

QO  Apregnant woman, 26, set herself on fire
and died on February 6, 2016, in Marivan.

Q Three sisters, aging 43 to 50, opened
the gas valve in their apartment in Tehran
and took their own lives. (The state-run Mizan
Online, March 1, 2016)

Q Laila, 10, committed suicide in a village
in Kurdistan. (April 14, 2016)

WOMEN'S SUICIDE:
THIRD IN THE

WORLD, FIRST IN
THE MIDDLE EAST

Q  Apregnant woman, 35, set herself on fire
in a park in Fasa, Fars Province. (The state-
run Tabnak website, April 24, 2016)

Q AT71-year-old woman hanged herself by
her own scarf and died in Dezful. (The state-
run Mehr news agency, May 21, 2016)

QO  Agirl, 16, hanged herself in the school’s
restroom in Tehran. (June 7, 2016)

QO Mahasti, a 12-year-old girl from
Kamyaran, ended her own life to escape her
grandmother’s pressure to marry a 25-year-
old disabled and mentally retarded man.
(August 1, 2016)

Q  Two young girls threw themselves off the
rooftop in Tehran and lost their lives. (The state-
run Mehr news agency, August 13, 2016)

Q A 19-year-old girl set herself on fire in
Sanandaj and died in a hospital in Tabriz.
(September 5, 2016)

Q A 30-year-old woman doused herself with
kerosene and set herself on fire, in Tehran’s
Keshavarz Blvd. (September 5, 2016)

Q Saadat Rezaii, mother of a one-year
toddler, set herself on fire and lost her life.
(November 14, 2016)
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GENDER
SEGREGATION,
DISCRIMINATION
EVERYWHERE

One of the most prominent
manifestations of discrimination
against women in Iran is
institutionalization of gender
segregation in the social structure and
depriving women of their most natural
activities and actions.

As a result of segregation women are
marginalized, eliminated and as a result
discriminated against, suppressed
and doubly oppressed. Following are
examples over the past year:

Q Bicycling of women was banned in public
places in Mashhad, Isfahan, Kurdistan and
other cities.

Q  Women'’s bicycling was described as

a mischief in line with drug-trafficking which
violates national security. (Mullah Yousef
Tababaii-Nejad, Khamenei’s representative in
Isfahan, the state-run Aftab website, May 14,
2016)

Q The first all-women’s wagon started
rolling on April 4, 2016, with the Tehran-
Mashhad train.

Q It was announced illegal to open
restaurants near women'’s hair-dressers and
girls’ high schools. (The state-run ISNA news
agency, April 7, 2016)

Q No kindergarten is allowed to have mixed
swimming sessions. If a kindergarten commits
such a violation, it would be sealed off. (The

state-run Tasnim news agency, July 18, 2016)

Q  The Ministry of Sciences and Higher
Education announced that it would not issue
any licenses for mixed camping student
events. (The state-run Mehr news agency,
August 21, 2016)

MUSIC, ARTS,
PROHIBITED
FOR WOMEN

One of the arenas where women

are most discriminated against and
eliminated from is music.

Patriarchal laws often eliminate women
from the stage and marginalize them.

Q  Security forces in Sanandaj cancelled a
Kurdish poem recital event sponsored by a
Kurdish poetess at the university on March 4,
2016.

Q Female members of Hafez Nazeri
Orchestra were not allowed to perform in their
concert in Isfahan. (The state-run Khabar
Online, May 7, 2016)

Q  The Security Office (Harasat) of
Mazandaran Province announced that it is
absolutely forbidden to stage any mixed-sex
concerts or camping events. (May 23, 2016)

Q Afemale player by the name of Melani
Avanessian was prevented from going on
stage to perform in the Parizad Concert. (The
state-run Fars news agency, December 26,
2016)
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DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST WOMEN- -

IN EDUCATION,
EMPLOYMENT

NCRI Women’s Committee

Iranian women are systematically discriminated
against and eliminated from educational fields and
the job market.

The Iranian regime’s legislators seek to drive

women into their homes and argue that there are no
opportunities for women in the job market. Therefore,
they justify imposing restrictions on women’s
education, too.

In 2012, the Iranian regime implemented an extensive
gender quota plan in universities and deprived girls
altogether from registering in 77 fields for Bachelor’s
degree.

Discrimination against women in employment and job
opportunities forces them to accept unofficial jobs
with lower wages.

According to the World’s Economic Forum, Iran ranks
141st among 145 countries with regards to gender
gap.

The Iranian regime releases drastically inconsistent
figures. By any standard, however, the figures
confirm the deplorable state of women’s economic
participation in Iran.

A former parliamentary deputy revealed that more
than 2.5 million women are seeking job opportunities

but they suffer under destitution and poverty since
they cannot do anything about it.

Soheila Jelodarzadeh who was speaking on April 25,
2016, described the situation disastrous, adding that
one of the working women’s main concerns is lack of
job security. She noted, “36 years after the revolution,
it is not clear whether women have to work or not?
The majority of female workers and economic and
production firms do not have job contracts and if they
do it is only for one to three months.”

The following statistics appeared in the state-run
media and the press. In light of intense censorship in
Iran and the government’s policy of concealment, one
should consider these figures as being way below the
reality.

Q  The average rate for Q  Two million girls have
participation of the female graduated from universities in
work force is 50 per cent in the past 20 years. However,
the world, and 20 per cent unemployment rate among

in the Middle East and North women has increased.
Africa. In Iran, however, Women’s economic
the participation rate for participation has also dropped

the female work force has from 39.5 to 27 per cent.
dropped from 17 per cent in (Sussan Bastani, deputy for strategic

2005 to 12 per centin 2014 studies in Rohani’s presidential
’ directorate for Women and Family
Affairs, the state-run ISNA news agency,

February 13, 2016)

(Website of the Statistics Center)

From 2009-2013
(5 years)

100,000 WOMEN

were expelled from
their jobs every year

In the past 20 years

2,000,000 GIRLS

graduated from universities
Economic participation
dropped

from 39.5% to 27%

Women earn

29% LESS

for equal work

Economic participation is

13.8%

for women over 10 years of
age

Unemployment rate
for women under 30 is

85.9%

Participation rate for the
female work force dropped

from 17% in 2005
to 12% in 2014
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Q In the five-year period

between 2009 and 2013, an
average of 100,000 women
were laid off from their jobs

every year.

(The Labor Ministry, February 7,
2016)

Q  Women’s unemployment
rate is double that of men’s.

(Vahideh Negin, advisor to the
Cooperation Minister in women’s
affairs, the state-run ILNA news
agency, February 13, 2016)

Q  Economic participation
among Iranian women older
than 10 years, is 13.8 per
cent.

(The state-run Fars news agency,
January 4, 2016)

Q Despite greater
presence of women in
universities and in graduate
levels, women'’s presence
in the science faculties of
universities is only between
20 to 23 per cent.

(The state-run Khabar Online, January
1, 2016)

Q  The unemployment rate
for young women under 30
years is 85.9 per cent.

(The state-run Mehr news agency,
January 5, 2016)

Q  50.6 per cent of women
in the 20-24 range are
unemployed.

(The state-run Tabnak website,
December 26, 2016)

NCRI Women’s Committee

Q  More than 40 per
cent of young women are

unemployed.

(2013 workforce census, the state-
run Mehr news agency, April 9,
2016)

Q  Women receive 29 per
cent less than men for equal
work.

(Research by Talent Institute, the
state-run ILNA news agency, April
25, 2016)

Q  According to the
Comprehensive Employment
Examination, 961 job titles are
allocated to men and only 16
to women. Men are absorbed
11 times more than women in
the field of general medicine.
In nursing, 7 job opportunities
belong to men and no similar
opportunities have been
considered for women.

(The state-run Khabar Online
website, July 27, 2016)

Q 60 per cent of Isfahan
Province’s female graduates
are looking for jobs.

(Zahra Akhavan, deputy for women’s
affairs in Isfahan’s Chamber of
Commerce, the state-run Mehr news
agency, May 19, 2016)

Q  According to the
estimates of the Welfare
Organization, 3 to 5 per cent
of unemployment in every
region is from the disabled
population. This figure is
double for disabled women.

(The state-run ISNA news agency,
December 14, 2016)

GRIM
SITUATION
OF 3,500,000

WOMEN
HEADS OF
HOUSEHOLD

he issue of women
heads of households
has turned into

a serious challenge in
Iranian society. 70 per cent
of Iranian single-parent
households are run by
women.

Female heads of household
generally fall into one of the
two categories: Those who
lost their husbands due to
death or divorce, and those
whose husbands are unable
to provide for the family’s
living due to unemployment,
retirement, imprisonment, etc.
Over the past year, the
number of female-headed
households in Iran has
reached at least 3 million,
comprising about 15 per cent
of the total 22 million Iranian
households.

Ebrahim Ghaffari, General

Female headed households

3.5M

in 2016

Only 180,000 single women heads of household glit of the total 3.5 mi

receive government aid.

only 18% of them have jobs.

Most female-headed households live under the %m:‘“ because

The Average age of female heads ef household has d

18%

Only 18 per cent of these women have jobs
and the rest grapple with unemployment

2,500,000 toumans/mo =

100,000 toumans/mo =

Director of Golestan’s Welfare
Organization, announced on
February 12, 2017, that the
number of female-headed
households will reach 3.5
million by the end of this
(Persian) year in March 2017.
He added that only 18 per
cent of these women have
employment and the rest
grapple with unemployment.
Living conditions for these
women is described as

being under the “death line”
because even if they receive
pension, it is only 53 to 100
thousand toumans ($17-33)
a month, while the poverty
line in Iran is about 2.5 million
toumans ($8300) for every
family.

A National Welfare
Organization official said the
organization gives aid to only
180,000 families out of the 3

ed to 35.
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female-headed households receive
a meager monthly aid of 100,000 toumans ($33)

million in need.

Another government official
acknowledged that the age of
women heads of household
has dropped down to 35.
Rare official announcements
set the number of single
women heads of household
at 57,885 in Sistan-o
Baluchistan Province
(southeast Iran), 50,000 in
Lorestan (western Iran), and
10,000 in Isfahan Province
(central Iran). The southern
Fars Province officials said
they provide assistance to
78,821 women heads of
household.

The population of
female heads of household
officially announced:

57,885

in Sistan-o Baluchistan
(southeastern Iran)

50,000

in Lorestan (western Iran)

10,000

in Isfahan Province
(central Iran)

78,821

in Fars Province
receive government aid
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DISCRIMINATION,
RESTRICTIONS
AGAINST WOMEN

Iranian women have fought their way
into sports over the years and not
allowed the clerical regime to eliminate
them from the athletic fields. They
even collect funds for themselves to
be able to participate in international
tournaments despite government’s
policiy of refusing them support.
However, women are still not allowed
into stadiums. Here are some examples
of violations of women'’s rights in this
field over the past year:

IN SPORTS

Above, the sign held up at Azadi stadium reads,
“Let women enter the stadium.”

Below, the 7-year-old girl and her father from
Shabestar who were not allowed to enter Tehran’s
Azadi stadium.

NCRI Women’s Committee
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Q Khamenei's fatwa: “Women’s riding
bicycle in public will attract men'’s attention
and exposes society to corruption. Therefore
it must be abandoned.” (The state-run Fars
news agency, September 10, 2016)

Q  Security forces prevented entry of female
bicyclists to Torghabeh Shandiz because of
their clothing. The town’s public prosecutor
announced that the town would control and
prevent entry of mal-veiled bicyclists.” Javad
Shokri added, “I reiterate that mal-veiled
bicyclists will be stopped and dealt with.” (The
state-run Mehr news agency, June 23, 2016)

Q State Security forces prevented women
and girls from participating in the “Pure
Tuesday” bicycle marathon. The event was
held to promote a day without vehicles is
support of a healthy environment. (July 27,
2016)

Q A 15-year-old football fan who intended
to enter Azadi Stadium in boy’s clothes was
arrested. (The state-run Varzesh3 website,
May 13, 2016)

Q Despite promises made by the Volleyball
Federation of Iran, Iranian women were again
not allowed to enter Azadi Stadium to watch
the volleyball match between Iran and Serbia
on July 1, 2016.

Q  One of the most active women'’s football
teams called Malavan (Sailors) was dissolved.
Sara Ghomi, the team’s captain, had

criticized the club’s authorities in an interview.
Subsequently, the club’s executive director,
Rezai'yan announced that the team is going
to be dissolved. (The state-run ISNA news
agency, July 29, 2016)

Iranian women actively engage
in different sports despite
numerous obstacles.

Q  The “Extra-Territorial Council” decided
to cancel the Iranian women’s football game
with Sweden. The teams were scheduled to
play on October 9, 2016, in the stadium of
Gothenburg. (The state-run Tabnak website,
October 3, 2016)

Q Nasser Pour-Ali Fard, President of the
Iranian Body-Building Federation, announced
that women are banned from participating in
body-building tournaments. (The state-run
Tasnim news agency, November 14, 2016)

Q Seven-year-old girl was not allowed to
enter the stadium. Security forces prevented
a seven-year-old girl from entering Tehran’s
Azadi Stadium to watch a football game

along wither father. She had travelled all the
way from Shabestar to watch an important
competition between two of the country’s best
teams, Esteghlal and Trakhtorsazi. (The state-
run Khabar Online news agency, December
10, 2016)

Annual Report 2016-2017



THE
FEMININE
FACE OF
POVERTY

Women'’s poverty is one of the most
harrowing and shocking scenes in
Iranian society. Lack of jobs and
housing lead to poverty and destitution,
causing disastrous situations where
women are forced to sell their infants.
The number of women who sleep in the
streets on cardboard boxes has widely
increased and most recently, women
were found living in pre-dug cemetery
graves.

The age of prostitution has dropped

to 16 and the average age of women
who sleep in cardboard boxes in
Tehran streets has dropped to 17.
(Reza Jahangiri-fard, deputy for social
services of Tehran’s Municipality, the
state-run ILNA news agency, November
5, 2013)

Some shocking examples which found
their way to the press last year, follow:

Q Atleast 10,000 young women engage
in prostitution out of poverty. 35% of them
are married. 30% of them have high

school education and higher; 50% have

not completed high school; only a small
percentage are illiterate. (Mowj news agency,
June 11, 2016)

Q  Age of prostitution has dropped to 16,
and age of addiction to 14 years in Iran.
(Pathologist Majid Abhari, the state-run Fars
news agency, May 3, 2016)

Q  Women who sleep in cardboard boxes in
the streets rent their children 15,000 toumans
($5) a day for begging or sell them for 2
million toumans (approx. $670). (Farahnaz
Rafe’ii, head of the Red Crescent Volunteers
Organization, Young Journalists Club,
February 29, 2016)

Q  Currently 7 addicted children are born
every day in Tehran. Some parents sell their
children. Infants are sold between 2 to 25
million toumans (approx. $670 - $8350).
(Pathologist Majid Abhari, the state-run Fars
news agency, May 3, 2016)

QO "Today, we witness sale of unborn infants
in their mothers’ uterus and before they are
born. We do not have the exact numbers

of these infants, but their numbers is large
enough to make news.” (Molaverdi, Rouhani’s
deputy in Women and Family Affairs, the
state-run ILNA news agency, June 22, 2016)

Q Women'’s addiction has exceeded the
previous 4 per cent and reached 10 per cent.
(Rabii, Rouhani’s Labor Minister, the state-run
ILNA news agency, June 26, 2016)

Q  One of the ways for women to earn their
living is resorting to the trash beans to find
food leftovers. (Mousavi Chelek, deputy of
Welfare Organization, the state-run ILNA news
agency, October 8, 2016)

Q  The number of homeless women in
Tehran has had a 100 per cent growth.
(Fatemeh Daneshvar, member of Tehran’s
City Council, the state-run Tasnim news
agency, December 5, 2016)

Q Awoman by the name of Shahnaz lives
in a grave along with her 18-year-old son
and 16-year-old twins. (The state-run Tabnak
website, December 27, 2016)

Q  Some 200 women including pregnant
women, disabled women, elderly women,

and child girls live in 100 tents in south
Tehran in the severe cold. (Head of the Social
Committee of Tehran’s City Council, the state-
run Mizan news agency, January 3, 2017)
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= WOMEN’S
COMMITTEE

OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF RESISTANCE OF IRAN

www.women.ncr-iran.org
Facebook: NCRI Women’s Committee
Twitter: @womenncri




