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Introduction 
June began with the execution of women and ended with crackdown measures against them, 
banning their entrance into sports stadiums. 
Moreover, new crackdown – including gender segregation in the state radio TV organization – 
are further signs of an increase on limitations and discrimination against women. The NCRI 
Women's Committee issued an official statement denouncing the suppression against women. 
The circumstances of women in detention, deprived of their basic rights even in prisons, were 
also in the news this month. 
If we place the statement issued by Ahmed Shaheed, UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights 
in Iran, alongside these developments, one can have a relatively clearer image of the protests 
raised against the violation of women’s basic human rights in Iran. 
The catastrophic phenomenon of homeless women sleeping on the streets and the spread of 
this phenomenon in Tehran were some of the main subjects of the news on women in Iran this 
month. Even state-run media were forced to cover this issue. Women and young girls who 
have taken refuge to the dangerous streets are most arrested by state agents and thrown into 
prison, where they are targets of the most atrocious abuses.  

 
Systematic violations of the right to life 

Executions, arbitrary killings, deaths in custody, and death sentences 
Execution 
Executions continued this month under Rouhani’s tenure. In June we witnessed execution of 
women in Iran. 
Two female prisoners in Gharchak Prison of Varamin were hanged on May 30. One of these 
victims, Fateme Mehrabani, 39, left behind two children. There is no information published 
about the identity of the second female victim. 
Moreover, on June 9 there was another execution of a 32-year old woman. State-run media 
did not publish any information on the location of this hanging or her identity. 
 

 
Inhumane treatment and cruel punishments 

Amputation, flogging, torture and humiliation 
74 lashes, in addition to one year behind bars, was the verdict delivered for Massoumeh Zia, 
an activist of the ‘Erfan Halghe’ esoteric group, previously arrested in 2006 and sentenced to 
jail. Her charges included taking part in a gathering aimed at changing discriminating laws 
against women. 
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Prison 
The dictatorship ruling Iran implements the harshest and most painful conditions on women. 
They are held in prisons lacking the most basic rights. In many instances the only solution left 
for women to protest is to launch hunger strikes. Harsh conditions gained the attention of 
human rights activists across the globe and raised various protests: 

In one example, ten dignitaries and entities – all Nobel laureates – 
called for the release of Narges Mohammadi, Vice President of the 
Human Rights Activists Center and Secretary of the National Peace 
Council’s Board of Executives. She was arrested on Saturday, April 21. 
In another case, Mr. Ahmed Shaheed, the UN Special Rapporteur on 
Human Rights in Iran expressed serious concerns of journalists and 
human rights advocates being detained in Iran. He said the arrest of 
journalists and human rights advocates decreases the protection of 
human rights for all people across Iran. Shaheed especially expressed 
his opposition to the arrest and detention of Atena Faraghdani and 

Narges Mohammadi by state authorities. (UN Human Rights Office – June 5, 2015) 
Furthermore, FOX News TV website published a short report on the conditions of Atena 
Faraghdani and said, “An Iranian artist was sentenced to more than 12 years in prison”. 
A relative of Farghadani told FoxNews.com, “I hope Atena's case is a wakeup call for the 
international community and that they put the human rights on top of the agenda in their 
dialogue with the Iranian authorities.” 
Farghadani’s family has received threats, which the source said is “just another way of putting 
pressure on Atena and making sure no one speaks to the media.” 

 (Fox news- June 01, 2015) 

In the meantime, Amnesty International issued a statement on the 
inhumane conditions this artist is held in: 
“The sentencing of Iranian artist and activist Atena Farghadani to 
more than 12 years in prison – far in excess of the statutory 

maximum punishment for the charges she faced – is a terrible injustice, and a violation her 
rights to free expression and association,” Amnesty International said.  
“Atena Farghadani has effectively been punished for her cartoons with a sentence that is itself 
a gross caricature of justice. No one should be in jail for their art or peaceful activism,” said 
Hassiba Hadj Sahraoui, Amnesty International’s Deputy Director for the Middle East and North 
Africa. “Such harsh and unjust sentences seem to be part of a disturbing trend in Iran, where 
the cost of voicing peaceful dissent is escalating, with punishments even worse than those 
issued in the post-2009 election crackdown.” (Amnesty international – June 03, 2015) 
 
 

Prison condition 

http://women.ncr-iran.org/


http://women.ncr-iran.org     NCRIWomen’sCommittee    @NCRI_Women_Comm 

The conditions of female prisoners gives a clear picture of circumstances inside Iran’s prisons 
and secret dungeons. In the past month we have witnessed the conditions of 
civil activist Atena Daemi deteriorating. She is suffering from internal 
abdominal bleeding and was returned to the women’s ward in Evin Prison 
after receiving just serum treatment. 
Another female prisoner by the name of Ms. Basma 

Jabouri, an Iraqi national, went into a coma in the 52nd day of her hunger 
strike in Gharchak Prison of Varamin, southeast of Tehran. Her physical 
conditions are so dire that prison guards were forced to send her to a 
hospital.  
 
Prison sentences 

Minu Mortazi Langrudiy, from the Mothers of Peace Forum and a member 
of the Council of National-Religious Activists, has been sentenced to six 
years behind bars and a two year ban on political and civil activities; five 
years for “assembly and collusion for establishing the Council of National-

Religious Activists” and one year for “propaganda against the system and tarnishing its image”. 
(NCRI Women's Committee – June 14, 2015) 
 

 
Basic freedom and rights abused 

“Pregnant women sleeping in the streets!” 
“Number of women sleeping in the streets on the rise!” 
“Divorce between Iranian children between ages of 10 to 14!” 
Gender segregation regulations now being implemented in the regime’s 
state radio and TV stations…  
These were a few of the shocking news reports that women in Iran faced 
this month. Subjects that are so widespread that they have found their 
place in state-run media. 
State-run Ariya News reported: the number of homeless pregnant 
women in Tehran is on the rise. There are over 15,000 homeless people 
only in Tehran. (Aria News – May 30, 2015) 

Fatemeh Daneshvar, head of the Tehran City Council Social Committee, said the number of 
women sleeping in the streets is on the rise:  
 “From March 2012 to March 2013, there were 12,000 homeless people sleeping in Tehran’s 
streets, 3,000 of which were women. The number of these homeless people reached 15,000 
and then 20,000 in the following years. The number of homeless women has been similarly on 
the rise in Tehran,” she said. (State-run Tabnak daily – June 6, 2015) 

http://women.ncr-iran.org/
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-S0ZGgoMLLqI/VXdfrGUhyoI/AAAAAAAADeQ/kojj8L5mhFM/s1600/BJABORI.png


http://women.ncr-iran.org     NCRIWomen’sCommittee    @NCRI_Women_Comm 

In other reports, Farshid Yazdani, Secretary of the Social Security Organization Strategic 
Planning Council said about the phenomenon of very young couples in 
Iran: “There are concerning statistics related to under-age marriages 
between children. We have around 25,000 children between 10 to 14 
years old that have divorced.”  
“25% of our children don’t go to schools and this will bring about 

concerning issues for the country’s future”. (State-run IRNA news agency – June 22, 2015) 
The state-run ILNA news agency reported the implementation of gender segregation 
regulations: the state radio-TV deputy has ordered the radio network directors to separate 
men and women colleagues in the working environment. According to these changes, women 
will be ordered to leave all rooms directed by men. Currently, directors of various radio 
networks, including Sports Radio, Economics Radio and Youth Radio have started 
implementing these new guidelines. (State-run ILNA news agency – June 21, 2015) 
 
 

Women protests 
Protesting injustice and opposing arrests against women were 
the main subject of the rallies staged this month. One of the 
main groups holding these protests was Iran’s nurses. 
Secretary-General of the Houses of Nurses said in this regard: 
During the past year nurses have protested the increasing rift 
between the wages earned by doctors and nurses and the fact 
that a law passed on the imposition of tariffs for nursing services 

has never been implemented. (State-run ILNA news agency – June 6, 2015)  
At another protest rally, a group of lawyers, civil activists and human 
rights advocates participated in a sit-in staged outside the Tehran Bar 
Association and demanded the release of Atena Faraghdani. According 
to eyewitnesses a group of families of political prisoners also took part 
in this gathering to protest rulings issued against their loved ones. 
Atena Daemi’s family and Omid Ali Shenas were also at the scene with 
pictures and slogans, demanding the release of their jailed loved ones. 

(NCRI Women's Committee – June 2, 2015) 
 
Teachers in Isfahan staged rallies protesting basic human rights 
violations: 
A number of teachers in Isfahan held a rally on 17 June with the 
participation of a significant number of female teachers, to follow up 
on their demands. An increase in wages and free education were two 
important requests. The protesting teachers chanted, “Poverty line is 
30 million rials, our wage is 10 million rials”. (NCRI Women's Committee – 

June 19, 2015)  
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Ban against women from entering stadiums  
One of the main subjects this month was the ban on 
women’s presence in sports stadiums. 
From senior mullahs to officials of the regime’s 
crackdown apparatus, the Interior Minister in 
Rouhani’s cabinet and even Rouhani himself entered 
the scene and emphasized on this banning. 
 
 
 
The state-run Jahan News website reported on June 7, Mohammad Ali Gerami, a senior mullah 
in Iran issued a statement criticizing women attending the finals of Iran’s professional 
basketball league. “Last week girls and women attended the final game of Iran’s professional 
basketball league. This gathering seriously upset religious people. Their hijab was worse than 
improper veiling, with very repulsive signals going back and forth, provides the grounds to the 

removing of any kind of religious pride. Such measures must come to an 
end,” he said. (State-run Jahan news website – June 7, 2015) 
In another example, Montazer al-Mahdi, the spokesman for the Iranian 
regime’s State Security Forces explained that women are still not 
permitted to enter sports stadiums. “The Interior Ministry, the official 
body responsible for this matter, has yet to issue a statement or orders 

on this matter. As a result women remain banned from entering sports stadiums,” he said. 
(State-run Tabnak website – June 8, 2015) 

Furthermore, the commander of the regime’s state security forces also 
stressed this organization has lived up to its “natural and sharia” duties in 
preventing women from entering sports stadiums or cancelling music 
concerts. “We act based on the law in this regard and some people may 
complain, but the police is a law enforcement body,” he said on the issue of 

women entering sports stadiums. (State-run Entekhab website – June 13, 2015) 
Finally, the state-run Mehr news agency published the stance taken by the regime’s president 
on the presence of women in sports stadiums. This news agency wired: Rouhani responded to 
concerns raised by senior religious figures on his cabinet’s cultural programs and also the 
presence of women in stadiums in a press conference. “I should say that the government has 
no specific interpretation of the police. The government believes the law is the index for all,” 
he said. Rouhani then referred to Khomeini’s remarks and said, “[Khomeini] ordered that the 
law passed by the Guardian Council must be implemented.” (State-run Mehr news agency – June 13, 

2015) 
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